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HOPE—A LIFE ANCHOR FOR THE SOUL

he fact that | was entering the final

weeks of my service as your District
Pastor became a reality as our family en-
joyed the awesome surprise Banquet
planned for me at District Conference.
Eight years as Superintendent will likely be
the final portion of thirty-seven years of
“full-time” pastoral service. It sometimes
seems like days rather than years. So
quickly time seems to rush onward! Marie,
| and our children will never forget that
night.

Hope is vital to our life journey. The hymn
‘The Solid Rock’ by Edward Mote has been a
constant melody in my mind lately. You
know the first verse well.

My HOPE is built on NOTHING LESS
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness,
I DARE NOT trust the sweetest frame,
BUT wholly LEAN ON JESUS’ NAME.

All ground is sinking sand except for the
solid rock---Jesus!

My daughter Ruth spoke this past Mother’s
Day---her topic---Hope!  The prevalent
theme throughout the message was that
we can hope ‘for’ many things but our per-
sonal hope must be ‘in" Christ—alone!
Hope is a small word but presents an enor-
mous impact on our life. | read the follow-
ing during a recent devotional time. “There
is no medicine like hope, no incentive so
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great, no tonic so powerful as expectation
of something better tomorrow.” Regard-
less of our current situation! “It is one
thing to speak of hope when things look
doubtful...when the future is uncertain...
when circumstances are crowding in. It is
something else to speak of hope when
there is no doubt about the present (it is a
disaster), when the future is certain (and
certainly uninviting), when circumstances
have crushed you to the floor. Hope in the
midst of utter turmoil cannot simply be
starry-eyed optimism; it must be built upon
bedrock reality.” (Daily Walk Bible Com-
mentary) “No one who HOPES in you will
ever be put to shame....” (Psalm 25:3a)

Paul encouraged the believers in Thessalo-
nica with these words: “We remember be-
fore our God and Father your work pro-
duced by faith, your labor prompted by
love, and your endurance inspired by HOPE
in our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Thessalonians
1:3) Soon | will leave this office in the capa-
ble hands of our newly elected Superinten-
dent, Rev. Kevin Johnson. As | approach
that day, my deepest cry for each of you is
that your HOPE IN CHRIST remains stead-
fast! The secular orientation before us to-
day is to hope in fame, money, education,
career, retirement, job security, luck, the
lottery, friends and avoiding radar traps!
Standing strong against these secular hopes
is the solid Rock---Jesus! While | wish for
your success in both life and ministry, | pray

Prince Edward Island
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most sincerely that your ‘hope’ is immova-
bly in your steadfast Saviour.

| suppose it would be strange for me to
not include an appropriate acrostic in this
my last article in Shores as your Superin-
tendent. | will not disappoint you!

Four means of securing HOPE in Christ:

H—HONOUR HIM
-As our personal 24/7 Lord

O0—OBEY HIM

-In all we personally do and say

P—PURSUE HIM
-In crafting His character into
our lives

E—ENGAGE HIM
-Through the power of the Holy
Spirit

As we read the following three relevant
verses nestled in Psalm 25 let’s establish
our HOPE for today:

(3a) No one who HOPES in you will ever be
put to shame...

(5) Guide me in your truth and teach me,
for you are God my Savior, and my HOPE is
in you all day long.

(21) May integrity and uprightness protect
me, because my HOPE, LORD, is in you.

As we serve Christ into the future, regard-
less of wherever we are, whatever we do
and in whatever circumstances, we are
sustained through the glorious and strong
provision of HOPE! Let’s serve Him in a
way that only makes sense if He is there
with you! Love Him in a way that sur-
passes all other loves. Trust Him as the
most solid insurance vehicle you have.
And, don’t be afraid to risk all for Him and
His glory!

days are before us as we HOPE in Him, the
anchor of our soul.

| close this article with some very powerful
words from Job. We all know his circum-
stances and story. These verses resonate
with HOPE. May HOPE be as strong within
us as we read these words:

But as for me, | know that my Redeemer
lives,

And he will stand upon the earth at last.
And after my body has decayed,

yet in my body | will see God.

| will see him myself.

Yes, | will see him with my own eyes.

| AM OVERWHELMED AT THE THOUGHT!
(Job 19:25-27NLT)

Come on---sing the rest of the verses of
‘The Solid Rock’ with me:

When darkness veils His lovely face,
I rest on His unchanging grace;

In every high and stormy gale,
My anchor holds within the veil.

His oath, His covenant, His blood,
Support me in the whelming flood.

When all around my soul gives way,
He then is all my HOPE and stay.

When He shall come with trumpet
sound,
OA, may I then in Him be found;
Dressed in His righteousness alone,
Faultless to stand before the throne,

Chorus:
On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand,
All other ground is sinking sand.

Hopeful with you—in Christ our Lord!
Blessings, Doug

“It’s better to run behind God than in front
of Him.” (unknown)

Email: maritimepaoc@ns.aliantzinc.ca
Website: www.maritimepaoc.org
Shores is complimentary to credential
holders of the Maritime District.

Marie and | look forward to walking with
you in the Maritime District, under the
leadership of Superintendent Kevin. Great
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What Makes a Movement?

hile Christians may con-

tend that the early

church was the first, his-
torians would say that the world’s
earliest “movement” was the British
abolitionist movement beginning in
the late 1700s. The most famous
movement, of course, was the
American Civil Rights Movement
propelled by the bravery of Martin
Luther King. Other social movements
in the last few hundred years have
carved out a definition and proto-
type of what movements usually
look like. Examples include women's
rights, peace, civil rights, anti-
nuclear and environmental move-
ments.

More recently there has been the
feminist movement, pro-choice
movement, right-to-life movement,
gay rights movement, animal rights
movement, alter-globalization
movement, and dozens of others.
Religious movements have included
the holiness movement, latter rain
movement, Methodism, word of
faith movement, and the like. Some
have helped the Kingdom, while oth-
ers have provided a plethora of divi-
sive religious trappings. Pentecostal-
ism used to be a movement. Some

would argue that it still is, but they
usually site places that are not North
American.

Pentecostal verbiage almost always
uses the word “move.” We want a
move of God. What we actually de-
sire is a movement. In Canada, we
urgently need a movement — a
“move of God” marked by a demon-
stration of the Spirit’s power for the
purpose of seeing unbelievers re-
deemed. We do not need the robes
and garb of pentecostalism unless, in
some way, they serve in the effort to
reach the lost. After all, the real evi-
dence of the baptism of the Holy
Spirit is a transformed missional
heart; albeit the initial physical evi-
dence is tongues.

There are a few common character-
istics in modern and historical move-
ments. Here are a few:

Movements are not fads.

Movements and fads feel the same
while they are happening. The differ-
ence can only be discerned by the
rearview mirror. A movement pro-
duces long-term  permanent
change—a new normal. A fad is a

Rev. Jim Molloy
Director of Ministries & Missions

nifty idea that creates a buzz and
musters some excitement but does-
n’t acquire enough substance to per-
petuate a real change. A movement
becomes a force, while a fad be-
comes a memory. To use post-
modern examples, “emergent” and
“house church” are fads, ranking up
there with Cabbage Patch Kids and
Air Jordans. Conversely, “missional”
and “the new Pentecostals” have the
steam to become a movement. The
difference is traction.

Movements are not eternal.

They start. They gain momentum.
They are successful. They decline.
They die. They are subject to the
laws of social inertia. However, in
their wake they leave a new status
quo or a new norm. Almost all move-
ments become monuments, if not
museums. Don’t believe me? Browse

the churches in Britain or roam
through Rome. If things don’t
change, we too will be selling

churches for a dollar, just like our
other mainline friends.

The disturbing reality is that most of
us are so bent on protecting the
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monument that there is little chance
of embracing another movement. It is
impossible to move forward if we
have a death-grip on the parapherna-
lia of the past.

Movements have the same basic
structure of growth.

First, people come to believe there is
a problem. Like Dr. Phil says, “You
can’t change what you don’t acknowl-
edge.”

Secondly, people experience pain or
deprivation. Someone once said that
people don’t change until the pain of
changing is less than the pain of stay-
ing the same. There is discontent with
the current reality.

Next, a possible solution takes root
and becomes contagious. This is the
first inkling of momentum.

Lastly, people are mobilized. This is
where talking, debating, and informa-
tion gathering turns into doing. Chat-
ter slows. Action accelerates. People
do what needs to be done.
(Sometimes | wonder if we will ever
break free of our addiction to theory
and orthodoxy and begin to produce
activity and orthopraxy).

Movements begin with a catalyst -
person or event.

Movements all ask a compelling ques-
tion: “If we don’t do this, what will
happen?” Thus, a movement starts
with problem. However, something or
someone is the igniter. (Think Rosa
Parks riding in the whites-only section
of the bus. Think Charles Parham
teaching that speaking in tongues was
the biblical sign of the Holy Spirit's
baptism in Topeka, Kansas.)

Movements are always grassroots
fueled and sustained, but a spark
starts the process--a spark in the right
condition. There is always a precipi-
tating factor (or factors), perhaps an
event that turns a concern into a
cause. An undesirable picture of the
future motivates a movement.

Movements have flexible structures.

All movements inherently beg for or-
ganization. New structures serve the
movement well -- until the inevitable
fateful tipping point when the move-
ment becomes an institution. Partici-
pants get overly concerned with
precedent (if we do this once, we’ll
have to do it next time for the next
person), policy (rules reign), and pro-
cedure (linear and systematic is the
order of the day). All of these things
are good, but successful movements
have always been low-institution and
high-mission. They dream, decide,
and deploy. They embrace the
changeability of tabernacles and shun
the immovability of temples. There-
fore, movements are naturally offen-
sive.

Movements always challenge the
old, embrace the new, hope for the
not yet.

Unfortunately it takes a long time for
a church to die. Long after evangelism
ceases to become their main activity,
some churches live on. The air be-
comes filled with “back then” lan-
guage with token lip service to a fu-
ture glory that everyone knows is not
coming but won’t admit. If the mis-
sion is no longer why you have a
church, then really you don’t have a
church — you have a morgue. We are
left to count steeples and peoples.

Movements appreciate the past but
embrace the future because they stick
to the issues that matter most. A
movement decelerates the moment

the main thing is no longer the main
thing. The minor things may be impor-
tant, or even essential, but historically
movements disintegrate with the on-
set of debates outside the scope of
their prime directive.

Movements are organic.

They are self-propelling and self-
propagating. Like an ocean wave, a
movement is not to be made but to
be ridden. We don’t create a move-
ment; we embrace one. Therefore,
movements find their leader, not vice
versa. In a real sense, a movement is
sovereign. There is no memo or proc-
lamation that kick-starts it. The wind
blows where it wants, and we hear its
sound, but we cannot tell whether it’s
coming or going. Spirit-led people
simply scatter on the shoreline in an-
ticipation and race to ride the wave as
it comes.

We need some more movements.

We need a church planting

movement.
We need a youth movement.

We need a spiritual leadership

movement.
We need a holiness movement.
We need a prayer movement.

We need a pentecostal movement.

‘%,‘
]
‘

Rev. Jim Molloy

Spirit move.
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Directory Updates

Luke Anderson (Breanne): Granted a Church Related Credential, on staff at Moncton

Laurier Dube: Credential reclassified to Licensed Minister

Marc Doiron: Granted Ordination Credential

Hartland: Change of address —2780 Route 103, Simonds, NB, E7P 2Y5

John Jensen (Sandra): Granted a Recognition of Ministry Credential, on staff at Sydney
Jason Kelsey: Reclassified to Recognition of Ministry

Don & Dorothy Raymer: address correction — Lakeview not Lakeshore

Balan Swaminathan (Joy): Granted a Church Related Credential -House of Intercessory Prayer Ministries (District Ap-
proved Ministry)

James Touchbourne (Carolyn): Granted a Church Related Credential -Junction Ministries Inc. (District Approved Ministry)

Gordon Thurber (Connie): Approved for credentials pending a ministry appointment

Camp Evangeline 2011 Dates:

June 10-11 Camp Work Retreat
July 5-9 Kids Kamp

July 16 Camp Banqgquet

July 16-31 Family Camp
August 5-7 Young Adult Camp
August 8-13 Youth Camp

Sept. 16-18 Menbs Retreat
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District Conference Report

The 82™ Annual Maritime District Conference opened
with a surprise banquet to honour District Superintendent
Rev. Doug Moore and his wife Marie. Their children, Rob
and Melinda, Ruth and Bryan, Rebecca, and Sam and
Cheryl, joined them at the head table. The emcee for the
evening was Assistant District Superintendent Russell
Knowles. Tributes were brought by Jim Molloy, who has
worked with Pastor Doug for close to 15 years, Luc Poirier
on behalf of the French ministry, General Superintendent
David Wells, Natasha Matchett-Devito on behalf of the
young pastors, DiAnne Dupont, who brought a tribute to
Marie, and Doug and Marie’s son Rob, who brought a
tribute to a worthy father. A beautiful painting by Pastor
Paul Duplessis was presented to Pastor Doug and Marie
as a gift from the District, Kevin Johnson presented the
Book of Memaories containing letters of appreciation from
District and National colleagues, and Freda Steeves pre-
sented a bouquet of flowers to Marie.

Congratulations are extended to Rev. Kevin H. Johnson,
who was elected to the office of District Superintendent.
Kevin has been the lead pastor at SonLife Community
Church, an urban centre church in Dartmouth, Nova Sco-
tia since 2000. Upon graduating from Eastern Pentecostal
Bible College, he served as their Dean of Men for three
years. Since 1998 Kevin served several terms on the
Maritime District Executive Committee in the capacity of
Presbyter and District Secre-
tary. He has also served on
the PAOC General Executive
as a member-at-large. Kevin
has been a business owner/
entrepreneur and holds a
Master of Business degree
from St. Mary’s University.
His passion is to lead the
church to reach and develop
passionate  followers  of
Christ. He is married to An-
nemarie and they have five
children.

Others elected to serve on the District Executive Commit-
tee were: Luc Poirier, Assistant District Superintendent;
Paul Pattison, District Secretary; Executive Members:
Duane Collicott, Carmen Crockett, Mitch Lewis, David
Martin, Peter Snow and Phil Taylor.

Jim Molloy was elected to serve on the Board of Gover-
nors of Master’s College & Seminary as one of our cre-
dentialed members, and Daniel Cameron of Quispamsis,
NB, was elected as one of our non-credentialed members.
In their upcoming meeting, the District Executive will be
appointing two more members, one credentialed and one
non-credentialed, which including the District Superinten-
dent, will bring our representation on the Board of Gover-
nors to five.

A highlight of the Conference was the Ordination Service
on Wednesday evening. We congratulate Rev. Marc Doi-
ron on this milestone in his life and wish him, Debbie and
their daughter Caitlyn all the best in their future ministry.

During the Wednesday evening service, the Conference
took time to remember Mrs. Netta Loader, who went
home to be with her Lord this past year. Tributes were
brought by Cynthia Dunnett and Barbara Carr. The Con-
ference also recognized Rev. Howard Holmes, who has
served the PAOC with distinction for 50 years. It was an
honor for District Superintendent Doug Moore and Gen-
eral Superintendent David Wells to present this plaque to
Mrs. Rose Marie Holmes, who received it in her husband’s
absence due to illness.

This Conference also highlighted the ministry of Mark and
Kim Pope, who with their two boys, will be moving to
Thailand, as missionaries to the province of Khon Kaen.
They will be teaching English as a second language, pro-
viding care to teenagers addicted to drugs and alcohol,
and ministering to the neighbouring country of Laos.

We extend our appreciation to our guest speaker, Gen-
eral Superintendent David Wells, who brought challeng-
ing messages on the Conference theme of Personally Pen-
tecostal. We also thank Pastor Paul Pattison, leadership,
staff and congregation of Glad Tidings Church for gra-
ciously hosting our Conference. A thank you also goes to
Pastor Sterling Penney and team for preparing the meals
for the Conference Banquet and the Connectivity Lunch-
eon, as well as the refreshments following the Ordination
Service.
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A Note of Thanks é

On behalf of our family, | want to thank you for planning and providing

such a wonderful and memorable Conference Banquet in our honour. I
will carry the joy of its memory into the future. Although my family
was aware of what was being planned, it was a surprise to me!

The eveningUs program produced feelings and thou
spectrum of emotions, from tears to laughter! | was humbled by the

speakers who brought tribute to Marie and I, by the letters you sent to

be part of the {GBook of Memori esld and for the se
gifts we received. | want to extend thanks to the District Executive for

planning this event and to Russell Knowles for emceeing the evening.

Thanks for the flowers for Marie and the absolutely beautiful picture,

painted by our own Pastor Paul Duplessis. This picture now hangs in a

prominent place in our home and brings back memories of that night

each time we view it. It was so thoughtful to invite our entire fam-

ily. They thoroughly enjoyed the evening and were glad they were

there!

Our sincere appreciation is also extended to Pastor Paul Pattison, his

staff and congregation for so warmly and beautifully decorating the

gymnasium and making our evening so relaxed and enjoyable. You are
terrific hosts! The meal, prepared by Sterling Penney and his team, was
delicious and the men from Teen Challenge were terrific servers.

You blessed all of our family and made a lasting memory for us all!

Thanks and may the Lord abundantly bless each of you!

Doug, Marie and Family
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Youth Convention 2011—Unfashionable

Unfashionable, the theme of this year’s MYC 2011, was a challenge for students
to not conform to the standards of this world, but to stand up and fight for
what they believe in. The presence of God was undeniable at this year’s MYC
and many have given feedback that this was “the best one yet.” Many students
gave their lives to Christ as opportunity was given at each “Main Event”.

Friday night opened with a concert by Fresh I.E., a rap artist from Winnipeg,
who has had his life changed by the power of Christ. He has a heart for young
people to know and live for Jesus and he was key to getting the students tuned
into what God wanted to do during the weekend. Activate, a worship band
based out of Edmonton, Alberta ministered with a passion for Jesus. What a
blessing! We appreciate them taking a week of their time to come to the Mari-
times early to promote MYC. Mike Love, director of “Extreme Dream”, was our
guest speaker. Mike is passionate about seeing students give their lives to Jesus
and make a change in their world. He brought great challenge to the students
to be Unfashionable in a world that continually draws students to conform to
the culture. Christianity is counter-cultural and our students need to under-
stand that following Christ does call them to be Unfashionable at times. It was
a great weekend with lives transformed.

Around the District

We are living in a time where these needs seem to
be more and more common. It’s important that our Dis-
trict churches are equipped with the necessary resources,

Autism Workshop

On April 2™ 2011, Corridor Community Church
paved the way into the community of Lantz, Nova Scotia by
seeing a need that it would appear has not been addressed
in many our churches in the Maritimes. Pastor Ryan Ray-
mer, the leadership of Corridor, with the help of the Area
of Central Nova Scotia/Bermuda, and the District, put on a
free Autism workshop, led by Verna O’Coin. Verna special-
izes in this area, and is more than qualified to be leading
these workshops.

Corridor opened their doors at 9 am, to about
thirty-five people. This reached their area specifically and a
number of churches travelled in to glean valuable truths
regarding how to minister to children with these specific
needs. This initiative was birthed out of a need that arose
when a couple in the community who have two children
with autism wanted to attend church but were not sure if
the church workers would understand the specific needs of
their children.

to reach out to those who are affected by this particular
challenge. It is just another key to having the compassion
of Christ, in order to reach people.




Ambherst NS
Antigonish NS
Baccaro NS

Bathurst NB
Beresford NB

Bermuda

Bible Hill NS

Boom Road NB
Bouctouche NB
Bridgewater NS
Campbellton NB
Canning NS
Charlottetown PE

Clair NB

Clam Point NS

Coles Island NB
Dartmouth (Evangel) NS
Dartmouth (SonLife) NS
Dieppe NB

East Green Harbour NS
Edmundston NB
Fredericton NB

Garnett Settlement NB
Glace Bay (Bethel) NS
Glace Bay (Lighthouse) NS
Grand Falls NB

Halifax (Alive) NS
Halifax (Faith) NS
Halifax (New Life) NS
Hartland NB

Indian Harbour NS
Kentville NS

Killam's Mills NB
Kingston NS

Church Tithe Report

Year to date April 2011

6,626.64
1,570.05
1,004.95

4,918.83
2,960.35

2,574.76
4,285.87
8,903.00
4,725.00
1,600.81

4,000.00
133.40
3,596.00
682.66
8,455.31
2,778.00
1,331.12
1,369.00
2,903.00
4,467.00
780.48
846.00

816.82
3,466.24
14,683.64
400.00
1,897.40
1,341.00
5,515.22
2,500.00
2,670.05

Lantz NS
Lequille NS
Liverpool NS
Lockeport NS

Lyttleton NB
Mahone Bay NS
Middlewood NS
Moncton NB
Montague PE
Murray River PE
Musquodoboit Harbour NS
Nash Creek NB

New Bandon NB
New Glasgow NS
Parrsboro NS
Pokemouche NB
Port Hawkesbury NS
Quispamsis NB
Sackville NS

Saint John NB (Calvary)
Saint John NB (North Side)
Shediac NB

South Lochaber NS
Sussex NB

Sydney NS
Tabusintac NB
Tancook Island NS
Tiddville NS

Timber River NB
Truro NS

Western Shore NS
Windsor NS
Woodstock NB
Yarmouth NS
TOTAL

772.70
1,473.12

3,245.97

9,275.00
500.00
647.93

31,056.27

2,160.00

1,557.97

3,328.30

2,009.47
647.70
435.06
436.54

2,116.52
994.36

4,519.55

6,111.15

9,233.00

1,476.31

2,860.89

1,144.00

2,256.88

1,921.00

140.00
1,023.50
2,006.66
2,381.07
1,880.21
1,781.10
3,693.89

5,041.05
211,929.77
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Around the District

Maritimes Revival Prayer

The Gospel and the Maritimes are virtually inseparable.
One day back in 2008 Carol and | were walking the
shores of Rock Point near Sackville, New Brunswick. We
discovered a stone monument which marked the land-
ing location of a shipload of Christians who had left the
USA. The plaque had been placed there in 1973 but the
date of the original landing was 1734. Wow! Maritimes
Gospel roots run about as deep as it gets. What better
place for God to breathe a fresh breath of life into His
Church. It goes without saying, "We are in dire need of
fresh wind from Heaven, a renewed Pentecost, renewed
power, renewed passion, holiness in the House, and the
lost coming to Christ."

O NPUDOM

T-1/f

DEVIVAI

If there is a "Bible Belt" in Canada, it has to be here in
the Maritimes. What a great place for revival fires to
start breaking out. What a great place for the fresh
breath of God to begin sweeping across our nation. Yes
Lord, let it happen and let it happen now.

Personally (and I'm certainly not alone on this one) I'm
fully convinced that genuine Holy Spirit revival is very
much on the heart of our God today. Why wouldn't the
Father love to see His Son glorified in the Maritimes in
our generation? It's with this in mind that we've recently
launched the Facebook site, "Maritimes Revival Prayer".

There's just something about agreement that blesses
the heart of God. Matthew 18:19- Again | say to you, if
two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it
will be done for them by my Father in heaven. Wow,
that's with two people being in agreement. What if
"tens" or even "hundreds" came together in agreement,
"One Voice" crying out to God in faith for that which is
on His heart; revival (Christ being gloried) right here in
the Maritimes?

"Maritimes Revival Prayer" is meant to be a place where
those who have a passion to see revival come to the
Maritimes can express their prayer agreement. It's
meant to be a place where revival prayers and Scrip-
tures can be posted and with others, express their
agreement. It's meant to be a place of inspiration and
encouragement, a place where we're not alone, we're in
agreement with others. It's meant to be a "One Voice"
place of revival prayer.

If you're already on Facebook you can view the content
by searching "Maritime Revival Prayer". If you'd like just
a bit more info check us out at www.evangelsussex.ca/
maritimesrevivalprayer.html. We've also put together a
Blogspot for those who just aren't that comfortable or
don't find the time for Facebook. There we'll be trying to
re-post the prayers and Scriptures from the Facebook
site. It can be viewed at

maritimerevivalprayer.blogspot.com.

John & Carol Wassell

John P. Wassell
Evangel Assembly
Sussex, NB

Join the Maritime District Facebook group. Search: Maritime District of the PAOC
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Around the District

| am the Associate Pastor
of New Life Christian Cen-
ter and 16 months ago we
sold our building in North
End Halifax after 42 years
of being there, to move in
with Alive Christian Church
in Fairview, pastored by Bill
Wozney. We have chosen
for now to simply meet
together on Sundays and
partner on outreach op-
portunities in the Fairview
area. Here are a few things
we've started recently.

Over the past year, we
have continued our Coffee
House that we were doing
in the north end of the city.
Since starting in Fairview
we have a steady 10-13
people who come out to
have pie, cake and coffee
and discuss a portion of
scripture. The wonderful
thing about this is that
these people are the part
of the socio-economic
strata of society that is of-
ten overlooked by people
and the church. Many are
struggling with addictions,
emotional brokenness and
personal issues that offer
an opportunity if we
choose to take it, to show
the love and compassion of
Christ. Every Monday night
there is intense conversa-
tion about the scripture
passage we are reading
and in every aspect this is
church for them. In April
we will be baptizing four of
the group who have con-

fessed their faith in Christ.

In the process of trying to
discover ways to get into
the lives of people in Fair-
view, we learned that the
Boys and Girls Club were
looking for a place to hold
their after school pro-
grams. We got in touch
with them and offered
them the use of our church
building. April will see the
first after school program
in Fairview, being held at
our church building. We
are hoping this partnership
with The Boys and Girls
Club will create bridges for
us with our community.

We are also partnering
with the Salvation Army in
Fairview and starting a
once a month meal pro-
gram. Using the Salvation
Army's building, we will
create meals that will re-
flect dignity and respect for
those who attend. Every-
one volunteering to serve
will also be asked to sit
down and eat with those
attending, again creating
relationship. At the begin-
ning of the meal, a very
short talk will be given
about the love of God. The
meal will be free.

We are also investigating
the possibility of putting in
a community garden on
our church property. There
is a large component of
people in Fairview who are

immigrants, coming from
mostly agrarian cultures
where they either farmed
or had a garden them-
selves. Their lives in Fair-
view consist of an apart-
ment and very little open
space and certainly no op-
portunity to grow anything.
We have partnered with a
local government group
called ISIS whose mandate
it is to help new immi-
grants find their way into
their new country Canada,
specifically, Halifax. They
feel it would be a wonder-
ful opportunity to provide
a chance for these new
immigrants to put their
hands into the soil again,
even if the size of their plot
is much smaller than they
would have had at home.
Again, it is our hope that
having them on our prem-
ises and being able to in-
teract with them will cre-
ate relationships of trust.
This again is the work of
the church | believe.
"Preaching the gospel
whenever we can, using
words if we have to..."

A person in our congrega-
tion has made contact with
a Pentecostal church in
Cuba and is heading down
there this month to take
some desperately needed
items for the church there,
and to have a holiday for
themselves. As many who
have travelled to Cuba
know, the poverty there is

extreme, and the church
exists under very difficult
circumstances. So these
supplies will be well appre-
ciated. It is our hope to
create an ongoing relation-
ship with this Cuban
church and provide re-
sources when we can.

And finally, we recently
baptized 3 people from our
congregation, two being
relatively recent converts.
Fairview is a very tough
mission field, but acts of
love and hearts of compas-
sion will win the day | am
sure, and show that there
is a God that cares and
hears.
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“Then the master told his
servant “Go out into the
highways and the hedges,

and compel them to come

in, that my house may be

filled.”
Luke 14:23







